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philosopher. Apollonius of Tyana were certainly not
solitary instances. In India it was the fashion in those
days to send princes and sons of nobles and well-to-do
Brahmins to complete their education at Taxila, It was
considered an honour and distinction to be a graduate
of this university. Panini, the great grammarian of the
seventh century B.C., and Jivaka, the court physician
of Bimbisara and Ajatashatru, are said to have studied
here.  Originally  a  centre of Brahminical  culture,
Taxila became in later times a seat of Buddhist learn-
ing. Its gl$ry however remained undimmed for nearly
a thousand years during which it built up a tradition
of creative scholarship that was an inspiration to
various  institutions   in   India,  helping  thereby to
.strengthen the cultural unity of the country.
. Benares has always been a culture-centre of all-
India fame and even in the Buddha's day it was old
and known as such. Though not a formal university,
it is a place, unique in India, which has throughout
the ages provided the most suitable atmosphere for
the pursuit of higher studies. The method of instruc-
tion as also the curriculum followed there in early
timex$ was adopted from Taxila. Benares is the only
city in India which has in it schools representing every
branch of Hindu thought. And there is no spiritual
path which has not its centre in Benares with resident
adherents. Every religious sect of the Hindus has its
pilgrimage there. In ancient days Saranath figured as a
recognised seat of Buddhist learning. Rightly, therefore,
is this holy city called the very heart of spiritual India.